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August 27 2010

Kenneth S. Komoroski
_ D 412.355.6556
VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS F 412.355.6501

kenneth.komoroski@klgates.com

Ms. Karen Melvin

Associate Division Director, Office of Enforcement R EC EEVE Z'

Hazardous Site Cleanup Division

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region III AUG © = 2010
Oil and Prevention Branch (3HS61) AU e

1060 Chapline Street ' Removal Ent. & Ol Section
Wheeling, WV 26003 - : USEPA, Whaeling Office

Re: Range Resources Appalachia, LLC’s Response to June 11, 2010
Request for Information

Dear Ms. Melvin:

Enclosed please find the response (“Response™) of Range Resources — Appalachia,
LLC (“Range Resources”) to the information request dated June 11, 2010 (the “Request™) of
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA™), which was received by Range
Resources on June 14, 2010. Per my discussions with James Van Orden, the EPA granted
Range Resources until August 27, 2010, to submit this Response. We truly appreciate EPA’s
understanding and allowance of additional time to respond.

Respectfully, Range Resources wishes to make clear that it is providing this
information in order to assist in EPA’s information gathering efforts. The information
request states that EPA “received notification that Range discharged oil and/or hazardous
substances in quantities that may be harmful in violation of Section 311(b)(3) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1321(b)(3) (the “Act™).” It is not clear or known to

. Range who provided EPA with such a notification. Range Resources did not make any such
notification because it believed then and still believes that the discharge that occurred did not
involve a discharge of oil or hazardous substances in quantities that may be harmful in
violation of the Act. Thus, there was no duty to report this incident to the EPA.

Without waiving these concerns, Range Resources is willing to provide this
assistance to the EPA and encloses its Response to that end. As I discussed with James Van
Orden, in this initial response, Range Resources’ Response is limited to the pipeline
discharge incident. We appreciate that, as part of its investigation efforts, EPA has requested
information that is more broadly applicable to operations that are unrelated to the incident.
Please be assured that Range Resources will be willing to supplement this Response, as
appropriate, if it is necessary to provide additional information. We respect the fact that EPA
is not familiar with Range Resources’ operations and the circumstances surrounding the
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incident and thus the Request was made broadly. After EPA reviews this Response, we
suggest a conference call or meeting to ensure an adequate understanding has been achieved
and to determine if additional information is necessary. Range Resources will continue to
cooperate to fulfill any such necessary information requests. :

We hope that the enclosed information is of assistance to you. Please do not hesitate
to contact me with any questions or concerns you may have.

- Sincerely,

-y

Kenneth S. Komoroski
KSK: -

cc: Carla Suszkowski, P.E.
James Van Orden, Esquire




RANGE RESOURCES
June 3,.2009 '

Mr. Vince Yantko

Pennsylvania Department of- Environmental Protectlon
- California District Office

25 Technology Drive:

Coal Center, Pennsyivania 15423

Dear Mr. Yantko:

Subject: Incident Report
Range Resources — Appalachia LLC
Cross Creek County Park Well Nos. 14H, 15H, and 16H
Well Permit Nos.. 37-125-23165-00, 37-125-23182-00; and 37-125-23300-00
Hopewell Township, Washington County, Pennsylvania

Range Resources — Appalachia, LLC (Range Resources) is submitting this letter as an incident
report regardlng the spill incident that occurred at the. Cross Creek County Park Well Nos. 14H,
15H, ‘and 16H-: in-Hopewell Township; Washington County ‘Pennsyivania. The Cross Creek
County Park-Well Nos. 14H; 15H, and. 16H are.permitted by the Pennsylvania Department of
Envuronmental Protection: (PADEP) Bureau of Oil & Gas Management under Permit Nos. 37-
125-23165:-00, 37-125-23182-00, and 37-125-23300-00 respectively. This submittal contains
the following- information regardmg the. mcudent

* A description of the'-mcldent. mcludlng the cause of the incident and notifications that
were made;

* Actions taken to contain the: release

e Actions taken to.recover the spill; and

. Actlons tobe: taken to.prevent a similar incident in the future.

De’scngt:on-of Inmden

On May: 26 2009, ,Range ‘Resources:-was pumpmg flowback water from the hydraulic fracturing
(fracing). of the.three wells. The water was being conveyed. through a 6-inch diameter high
density. polyethylene (HDPE) plpe from the well- locations to-the Lowry impoundment. The
- Lowry impoundment is_permitted-for the collectlonlstorage of flowback water by the PADEP with
a Dam Pemit: for a. Centralized Impoundment Dam. at Marcellus Shale .Sites (Permit No.
DOG6309-001)

The majonty of the ‘HDPE was welded using a fusion welder. However, 3 sections of HDPE

pipe were connected- via:bolted, flanged couphngs Couplers were used in thi locai?EéETvED

JUN - 4 2009

Dept. of Eavironmental Protection
California District Office
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the piping could be installed in the culvert under the temporary access road to the Hamilton farm
pond. All piping was put in place and the couplings were connected. Then, prior to pumping
fluid through the HDPE pipe, the pipe was pressure tested to 100 pounds per square inch (psi)
to ensure that the couplings were properly installed and there were no leaks in the pipe. A copy
of the records from the pressure testing of the pipe is included with this submission. These
records show that the pressure was held for 30 mlnutes with no drop in pressure, indicating that
there were no leaks in the pipe at that time.

At approximately 1:30 pm, a Range Resources contractor was walking the pipeline and
discovered a leak at 2 of the couplings. The leak was approximately 500 feet from the location
of the 3 wells, just below the Hamilton farm pond. At that time, notification was made to the
appropriate Range Resources employees who immediately responded to the location to assess
the incident and respond. He also made notification to additional Range Resources employees
for response purposes.

Range Resources personnel immediately shut down the flowback operation when the leak of
flowback water was discovered. Upon further investigation, Range Resources personnel
determined that the water had leaked from the pipe at the location of 2 of the couplings due to
the fact that 3 of the bolts for each of the couplings were loosened. Range Resources was
unable to determine how the bolts, all on the underside of the couplings, were loosened. Due to
the loose bolts, the water leaked, pooled in a low spot of the existing ground surface at the
location of the leak, and then flowed via overland flow into an unnamed tributary to Cross Creek.
When Range Resources personnel had assessed the situation, DEP personnel were then
notified via telephone at approxmately 5:15 pm. The attached photographs show the location
of the leak. _

Actions Taken to Contain the Release

Upon discovering the incident, Range Resources personnel immediately took steps to attempt
to contain the release. The flowback of the well was immediately shut down so that no more
flowback water would flow through the pipe. Additionally, several check dams were constructed
in the unnamed tributary to Cross Creek in an attempt to prevent the flowback water from being
conveyed downstream to Cross Creek and Cross Creek Lake. The couplings on the pipeline
were then tightened to eliminate any future potential for leaks. The remainder of the flowback
water was then trucked to the impoundment location for collection/storage instead of pumping
through the pipeline to prevent any additional incidents from the piping.

Actions Taken to Recover the Spill

Flowback water that was contained by the check dams installed in the unnamed tributary was
pumped out by a vacuum truck in locations that were accessible. Additionally, any soil affected
by the spill of flowback water was excavated from the area and placed in three lined dumpsters
on site. Sampling and analysis of the soil in the dumpsters will be performed to determine the
final disposition of the soil. The entire area of disturbance was immediately seeded and
mulched. The attached photographs show the area following soil removal and seeding and
mulching.
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Actions. to:be Taken:-toPrevent a Similar. Incident in the Future

In the-future, the use-of: bolted flanged:couplings:will be minimized or-eliminated on piping bemg

used: to convey ﬂowback water. Additionally; line-inspections will: be performed more frequently,

espec:ally at’bolted. ﬂanged :connections.--When ;pumping. is ceased-between. stages-of water

conveyance; all ﬂanged ‘connection. mtegnty will'be-verified. If requured the:connections will be

.tlghtened prior 'to.commencement. of pumping water: through the piping. for the next stage.

Finally; if possible, spill contalnment kits will be-located along the liné where:there are bolted
' connectlons

if you:have any questions, or. require any additional information, please call me.
Very truly yours,
RANGE. RESOURCES APPALACHIA, LLC

Carla.L. Suszkowski,
Environmental.Engineering Manager

Enclosures



PHOTO #1
Coupling where loose bolts were found and leak occurred. Picture was taken after clean-up and water in
low spot at pipe is fresh water.

PHOTO #2
Coupling where loose bolts were found and leak occurred. Picture was taken after clean-up and water in

low spot at pipe is fresh water.




PHOTO #3
Down slope area affected by spill following clean-up and seeding and mulching

PHOTO #4
Down slope area affected by spill following clean-up and seeding and mulching



